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October 31, 2011 

Cente rl^ Policy N@WS Briefing! 

UpdateonJ<eydev^ 

Al-Qaeda kidnaps Westerners from Poiisario 

refugee camp, 
reportedly with help of Poiisario insiders 

AQIM reaches out from new terror hotspot in Sahel, aided by Poiisario, other militants, Qaddafi arms 
Washington, DC (Oct. 31, 2011)-On Oct. 23, al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) kidnapped one Italian and 
two Spanish aid workers from Polisario-run refugee camps in Algeria. The abduction was reportedly assisted by 
Poiisario Front members in the camps near Tindouf, Algeria, who supplied the insurgents weapons and directions to 
the victims, now being held as hostages at an undisclosed location. The attack is AQIM's latest advance in Africa s 
Sahel regio'n, where rising terrorism and a flood of Libyan arms have created what ^^^^^T 
Ham recently called a "threat to the US" and potentially "very, very dangerous outcome. Since 9/11, attacks by 
AQIM and other terrorist groups in the Maghreb and Sahel are up more than 500%, according to the ICTS. 

► AFP reports: 'Less than ten unarmed AQIM militants entered the Sahrawi refugee camp in Tindouf western 
Algeria where sympathizers of the Poiisario Front gave them weapons & helped them seek out the hostages. 

AQIM ties to Poiisario members are well-established. Mauritania court records show AQIM paid Poiisario veterans 
to kidnap Spanish aid workers. Mali & Mauritania have arrested Poiisario militia in AQ/M-linked drug-smuggling. 
This insider-aided abduction is AQIM's first attack at the Poiisario base in Algeria, a reputed AQIM recruiting ground 

Agence France Press, CMN^mMI^, Associated Press, Wj^gtonPost, foreign Policy/Middle Bast Channel, World Tribune , The_HiIl 

► Al-Qaeda in Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) is serious transnational terror threat, aided by Libyan arms influx 
and links to separatist Poiisario members and other militants, mercenaries, and traffickers in the Sahel. 

France declared AQIM its #1 security threat, after a series of high-profile attacks, foreign national kidnappings, 
and brutal hostage beheading. Reports now confirm AQIM may have obtained Libyan arms from Qaddaf, loyalists, 
including surface-to-air missiles, and is expanding its ties to Poiisario and other militants in the region. 

CBS Ne^/Globai Post, Middle East Online, WSLttBBBbS, Voice o± America, ABC Mm, New York T^es, FOX News, CSiS, The Hii, 



TERRORISM HOT SPOT: Al-Qaeda Casts Shadow over Sahel, Expands across Africa 

Tr,r« nath th rough Failed /Fragile States, Links with Cartels at new Crossroads of Terrorism&T^fhcki^ 
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Expert Comments on aid-worker abduction, al-Qaeda, Polisario, & Sahel in recent news/journa l reports 
► "Less than ten unarmed AQIM militants entered the Sahrawi refugee camp in Tindouf western Algeria, where 
sympathisers of the Polisario Front gave them weapons and helped them seek out the hostages. 

- Mediator for AQIM, announcing that hostages are alive and demands for release will come Mater 

network of Urination and recruitment" inside the Sahrawi refugee camps m Tmdouf, western Algena. 

- Mali security sources, speaking to Agence France Press 

^prvirat-iis-smoort-ssan sr-oasc-says/ 

AQIM did use a former Polisario militant to kidnap Spanish aid workers in 2009. 
Or J Peter Priam, Atlantic Council, director of the Africa center 

US General Carter Ham, who heads the Africa command, speaking recently in Washington, DC <n an „ 

- A. Qaeda cou'd be Iking 'for new sanctuaries in troubled African states," M^EASTOHUM, Michel Moutot, 10-30-11 
http7/www.middle-east- on I inexo im/enMsMM^4878-§ 

► "Al-Qaeda traditionally has taken advantage of areas that are wracked by conflict, turmoil and lack of government. 
It is a safe haven they seek to launch attacks. " 

lohn Rrpnnan US President Barack Obama's top anti-terrorism official. » , n an n 

"« A° Qaeda cou.3 belookfng for new sanctuaries in troubled African states," MVO* EAST ONUM, M.che. Moutot, 10-30-11 
httpV/www. middle-east-online.com/enghsh/MH48788 

► V S and European officials also worry thatAQ,M-an al-Qaida group that operates in the ^tvlhTeals^' 

ii Jnrkina to establish links with Boko Haram and al-Shabab, the Somah insurgent group. Secunty threats 
e^ng fi^^ a^being taken more seriously than they have before, and they're more real. 

t"-'eats/A0! I/! 0/27/oIOA5si YMM print.html 

► "We have asked the United Nations to send a mission to Algeria to assess the security situation in the W<*™W- m 

- Spanish Foreign Minister Trinidad Jimenez, after talks in Rabat with Morocco Fore.gn M.mster Ta.eb Pass. F.hn. 
"Has Spain switched gear on the Western Sahara conflict ?," M Arabiya , 10-25-11 

htt p: //enQlish.alar a biva.net/a rfirl P s/?011/10/25/173691.html 

- Morocco Foreign Minister Taieb Fassi Fihri, at a joint briefing with Spanish Foreign Min.ster Tnn.dad Jimenez 
"Morocco, Spain discuss anti-terror fight," Magharesia, Siham Ali, 10-28-11 

http-/ / WW w.woridtrih,mP.com/woridtribune /W TARC/2011/ s s terrorll78 09 20. ase 
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Expert Comments: More on aid-worker abduction, al-Qaej ia^^^ 

- Nasser Weddady, the civil rights outreach director at the American islamic Congress who focuses on Mauntama. 
"North Africa's Sahel: The Next Terrorism Hot Spot?," TIME Magazine, Karen Leigh, 9-12-11 

httE^Zm^mexomMne/ymddZ^ 

- n tp//w W w.c 3S ^cws.con/8301-S03543„162-?0104517-503543.rtm! 

► "This is something that the intelligence services are following very closely... It seems that some members of Boko 

Haram and Al Shabaab were trained by AQIM." »,„,„-«. 
_ Gilles de Kerchove, European Union counterterrorism coordinator, September security con , eren« Aigiers. 
"Post-Qaddafi West and Central Africa a 'powder keg'," CBS News/Global Post, Tristan McConnell, 9-11-11 

r.ttp•//v^vvv^^c. S rcw S .co^/8301-503543_162-20104517-503543.rtm• 

- Peter Bouckaert, Human Rights Watch, told media after discovering the missing munitions m Libya. 
"Post-Qaddafi West and Central Africa a 'powder keg'," CBS News/Global POST, Tristan McConnell, 9-11-11 

httn-//www.cbsng WS .com/8303 -.q03543 162-70104.S17-503543.html 

► "Intelligence reports confirm that large amounts of Gaddafi's arms are swamping the area. ^!^ a ^J^ 
MTdZaeroJsituationh not an option. Growing numbers of AQIM operates and well-armed mercenanes are 
^^Z^^S^^ Sahel into a trans-African superhighway ofterronsm and trafficking. 
-Ambassador Edward M.Gabriel, former US Ambassador to Morocco u . ,„„,„. 

rlcently JUSl*" the Algerian Consulate In Tripoli allegedly confirming Polrsono's dement. 
— Imad Estito, correspondent for Al Akhbar 
"Polisario after Gaddafi: The Price of Patronage," Al Akhbar, Imad Estito, 9-2-11 

•n'p://<:-<> s'-.C!, akhbar.com/cortcnt/po.:surio after -n.K^Hf'-:)- cej^atronage 

► "The status quo in North Africa is untenable... the Moroccan monarchy is the only regime to have >fj a J ed 

meanTgfuT. economic & social change. It is also the only one which enjoys relatively wide popular support. 

- Anouar Boukhars, Former Visiting Fellow, Brookings Doha Center - The Brookings Institution 
"Tunisia's Political Earthquake," Brookings Institution, Anouar Boukhars, 1-20-11 

(/ .,,,,^ 

► "It now seems there is ample evidence that the Polisario Front... is in league with al-Qaeda." 

- Jennifer Rubin, columnist, Washington Post, citing recent news and reports from the region 
"Morocco- A Different Kind of Muslim Country," Washington POST, Jennifer Rubin 1-12-11 

► 'Conditions are dismal forSaharans living in Polisario camps, "a breeding-ground for potential future AQIM recruits.'" 
_ Michael Braun, former U.S. Drug Enforcement Ag^ 
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Yonah Alexander -ICTS, Potomac Institute for Policy Studies 3Q 2011 epor p a 

TEN YEARS LATER: RISING INCIDENCE OF 
TERRORISM IN MAGHREB & SAHEL SINCE 9/11 

„ ml »»™™-,-.,v...y. tixxiiaM^^ 



Terrorist Attacks in North & West/Central Africa 
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O Annual Terrorist Attacks in Region Since 9/11 



2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 



in the ten years sin ce Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks by al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and other 
mil ton extrem St "n the Maghreb ar,d Sahel have increased more than 500% from their low m the penod to h.t 
ht 0A0! attacks In 2009 In 2011, the number of terrorist remains dangerously high, and » on a pace 

lives and 6,000 victims in Algeria, Chad, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, N.ger, and Tunisia. 

Last vear intelligence reports and arrests confirmed AQIM has opened links with Latin cartels for 

the Libya conflict, including surface-to-airir^ile^^ 



Data Table: Terrorism Incidents in Maghreb & Sahel since Sept. 11, 2001 
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